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Fduecation (Volksoildung) of the 3Soviet
33D ride the ccheol 1o cunerviesed by U
giroe s indlicetlon of ise Incortance

7> The mis %ion of the DVA 1s the training of

laading politicol and

econoriic officlezls of She Soviet 4one. Ulbricht hee let 1% 1
pe knovwin tast tne Acsdeny will eventually £11 of
veracrny, &nd thet lesding Comsmunlstes from the Weertern
zones way lcter study thers. Seversl instiructors frow the
.ertern Jonee cre already serving on the fanulty. g
+ 5 ]
. 1e lustellstlon, loeated &1 Porst Ziana, aeer _Jlterboy,
vee formerly an 58S ceas, and efter Jorld “ar IV 1t wesg
lerpely dlsmantled by the Red “Tﬂ]a Tte use for the DVA has
rerulred extensive rebullding and 2t laet recoris thevre ;
vere etill geversl hundeed workvex busy fixing up the varicus -
builuinge.
4, t.oe students sre noueed In rooms with fror te Pive beds,
and it Lg intended to extend fecllities sco 211l cen be {
asueed dn double roome. Wsch etudent ie » to retein 3
end use le n¢ retion cered and in addl he le ovo- i
vided vitn foou in ¢ echool mess. Conl is ntiful ond
electric current 1z rot rationed. Thne wor: sround the E:
aschcol, however, ore not piven the preferentiszl treataent i
meted out to the student body. '
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aehicol e coe and eneclal
it iz ,Lknhed o noure tnvn ia four~-room

wier consgtruetion. Their basie spy &0 around
ionta, with speclal oremiums for teachlinpg more
S : Foure, bringing the sverage totals in fronm
LQvJ to 1700 Cstmcork, Of vnieh 20 percent sras tsx 7ree.

The SED and the Soviel Zune government evidenulv slnce grect
imsortonce on the schosl. They intend that it ~ho 113 become
toe center for tne thewreticel and soliticzl indocirincstion

a

for officizls of the Guviet Zone pduiinlstret: ana Iin tre
flret four-montin course, vhich began in October 10848, the
ctudents included i iﬂl?uprl 1 Directore, Lendrdte, Lord
Jtyore, Personnel 'efercnt:, Legzderes cf - iate-ovned cor:ora-
tions, Judgee, “itrtes Attorm:; , znd s0 on.

In it: generzl instruction, the ilesdexm” Ines 1aﬁ rervéce to
the ‘h;oc*” s0litlend trheorier espouced b bl in the
Sovict Jone. Yo glve the sppernronce of DDJL”-i"JL' ond
tolzrence, five vercent of the studente 1in the Tiret coureos
were not from the SED, end speakers Irom the other Sovicel
Zrae prrtles were allowed Lo leeture. Bul even their
leeturcs followed the SED line, and the principal lectures
on important issues were given by such SED officinis as U’B""cat,
inten sckermann, Fritz Se1baann, or Prof, Dersch. ‘lhen spcakers
from other purties lectured and made slight deviutions from

Sup lins, e femiirr inRlIuCcLLIs, ;l¢ of wron were SED
wen or XPD oncn fron Teatern g, would i themsgelves
~t lepter secaione so'nting out the sdesker's mistakes,

e examinctlon cnd wevking syetean ol the &sauemy e
eim'Lerly cistorted for politiczl purnoges. A portiocn of &
ty-icsl or:l exzmination as the end of o course micht oo ]
felliorea:
oo st or o reformer?" tudeitb:  "Boght
tmone Ee le an ¢,ent of mono *’*nt‘ﬂ co L‘ﬂJ
In the EEJQPEI asrking of students, the attitude the

stulent Lowrrd the Soviet Unton cnd Hia werence to the

serty line Slry e asjor role, 2nd studente who 49 not secsure
U te Ju) Snfn"”us in these respects egre cure of ¢ noor usrk.
Lov e 3 & sludent from one of the other partiees 1z given
ropood sregerve the illusion of frirnece, )

Tue neads of the ccﬁcol in their lectures, frecuently

raounl the theus tast lree eriticies nuet prevell in all

ige oF the school's 1ife, In svoctice this fe not ~oecrible.
ile there is, for exeaple, an 770 perty group orgsnized for
the etalf of the school, from Dirsctor to nired hel., 1t

celdoi meete, snd when 1t deoers, none of the ordinsry —orrerc
ever aeve anything to say, £nd no one venturee to eriticize
enything, ebcut the sehool. Durin: the socisl fuinetione
frea tize %o time for the student body, feculty, »nd sto
cle , ond no

e

cr lines of goclsl distlnetion sre rliwye
oriinsry vorker srount the eschool over dorec~ 6o oddreane the
geiinol Dirsc Lor by anyihing but hle full-rerounding title.

The euppression of eriticlesn
weraonnel reoo
wone MNinietry of
1ve aceegs. Tr

nd free thinking ie enfor.
Y < Lo vhnlen only the Soviet
the Interior snd the TUD Jentral Secret-ris
2o Teedrds ore Xedt under the eurervlsion G

t
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the Director =nd Desuty Dis
insiructors wve 0o way oo
do »ith tne recomzend
etudent. There ore nunder of casce, howe
the ccreer of the etuwisnt afler the rcoures
Lie Dlrector gave an osiunlon opposed to thst

of the 3¢-7

v, »nd the
e
1Y

0 offlcirle

inowing vhet thece
tlons they mske on csch individunl

ver, in ~hich
kae intierted th-1

of the “rnetructor,

The supervision of the students is carried out to an extoent which
shows that the later are not trusied at all, Tuo days before

“the end of the lirst course, all light bulbs were removed by

the administration, all desk lamps ungecrewed, and all bed linen
collected, Lo prevent last-minute theft.

Uriticiew is found in cne Jorm in the Academy; criticion of
devicilinne froxg the 2erty line. A tyslerl coee revolved
croun. the definlitlon ¢f the term "Feo:le'e DNemocrrey.

In = lecture, the sesern of the Lew Taculty steted thet o
'Peoole's Democrecy! 1 .ffered from & "Dictatorshin of the
Froletr-r»ilct" bee uze i1 » "Peo:le's Democracy" otlher clpeger
in =li1%lon to Lie »reoleterist porticiorted in covernine.
iehy esludents weots tholr thesee on this the.e, »nd! t-ere wre
cousidercble consternction vhen & short tiue loter deorpl
Jimttrov of Bulgsaris end 3oleslev Relrut of Poleni, two
lending Comauniete, cirted in public speechers that the
"Peo dle'c poc~rcles! were forms of the "Dietatorshis of

the Froleterict." This ldes was endorred and reonested by the

frfglisle Rundeghaunt of the SUA snd the 97D orgen “leuee

Deuteciland®.  the Ffroulty of the DVA tried to find aletries
in the ransletions of the Dluitrov and Blerut specches,

but f-iled. of

retraciling

2 freulty was faced with the »rotlen
» errlier thecory or being cherged with

£
deviation, so trney screduled & new lecture on the csublect
et

for tae la dey of thol courese, and then rvoided 1t b- 2
lcet-nlnute cacnge in the schedule.

by

The [sculty o

the VA 1s e miscelloneous rrousn. The
Prerident Lr. =t 1 I

is gc buey with metivities outeide
appe:re.  The Vice~Prorident,

Ve Lrosp, e nc - degree and seldow ollowe hinself
To become involved in eny theoretiecsl discussions. He
listuig, however, %o m-ry ° ‘ures and seminsrs and is guicl
to note and criticize party line devistione. He ig not
carlly approscheaple and ie generslly disliked. 4Ae an
old-time XPD funcilonsry, he 1ls spporently most snvlous %o
precerve nhls reosutatlicn for loyalty to narty tenete, The
Jezcons of the faculties &f Leov and Teonomics both have
Low deprees, but ,are irue to the ¥ line. 3Both were
trained for theizy Jobe 1n the Sovi

¥

Union after Yorld “er TI.

The reet of the jreulty ls mrde up of incongruous elements.
Lext to some cld!¥P) funetioncories and menbere of enti-Mazi
resistance elrclae, cre foraer officeres end holders of the
Knizht'e Troeg, former theologlans, and othere who Joined the
KPL or SED only ¢fter 184E&, Only a vortlon of them hrve =an
acedemlic background.

The student body c¢f the Tiret four-nonth course wsg an
equzlly 1ll-mztched aecgortuent. Their orrentezgs reaced frow

alne-2 ond metel vorkers to office vor-ers, povernment
offlelsle &nd profeceionsl officers. OFf the trenty-one

stu :zuls 1l the Diret Sduinistretive couree, <lioht w4 onlw
¢ Voliechule edue:tion, six intermedi: te echool, rn’ eceven
haud finlsihed gecowicry school (abitur). Before 10945 their
srofesnslones included, among othners, office engloyes,

indepeondent eclecnrn, officisl of the Gernan Alr Yinitetry,
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worker, civil servant, owner of a travel buresu, and naster
serpeant. Their former military rank inciuded Captain,

1 et Iieutenant, and military cadet, and all non-commissioned
grades. TFour had the Iron Cross Second Class, and two the
Iron Cross First Class. Yext to these former career officers
and decorated military men sat others who had spent from
sgveral months up 4o 19 years in Jails, prisons, concentra-
tion canps or punishment battalions as communists., One

had fought in Spain in the International Trigade and lost

a leg, Tefore 1933 they had heen communists, social democrats,
or helonged to no party. ‘hen the class started there was
one member of the CIU, one NOP, and 19 SED.

“hile the instructors at the Acadenmy, including those frem the
“estern ones, did not despair of making cood Marxists even
out of career officers, the whole atnosphere of the school,
the marking systew, the close supervision, the jdeological
narrowness, and the total suppression of free thourht and
criticism made real education even along the desired lines

of intolerance, impossi™le, and the students merely learned
how 4o appear to follow party dogma.
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